da Morey Sonith Snows &
thing or two aboul reficrtéaly
menin. The Jdesigner ia
worid-renowned for traas
forming torodl oid Dulatiogs
ITto stnast new spades from
ane-off rosidential propes-
thes 10 comanercial interiorns
for companies Inchading Modt, Ked
1L Virgin and Asos

Scveral yoars ago, Linds and her
Dushand, art conseltant Patrick
Buzyoes, docided 10 take 0n thesr ow
peopect. They bonght ahorne « a foge-
stocey {ormer scamen’s mision In
Fowey, Cormywall - with plans 1o cone-
vale it LD CICate & second Bome aad a
seasdde rotread foe themrs and thess sovs
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A andy 450/ B Do, the XL Sighature is
Seter hon ever ol piing up det whilst
3 VGONCTNC SENGN BACAr: wXXuLmung S
beeeze M3 urague Drushroll grocms deep
IS yOour corpet 1o ki the pide, remove
pet hoir and dirt ond prolong cocpes e
Bat &'y Junt s ettuctive oe hord Sooes

ideo ior pet cwners ond oliesgy
sufferers, $he X1 Signature commes with o
theve yoor warronty and o 30 duy meney
bock ovarantes

: comfort

Transforming a Cornish ruin into a chic
waterside home wasn’t plain sailing forone
family. The result, though, is a fantastic,
chilled-out retreat, says

Emily Wright

Friax, now 15, and Max, now I3

They had no ddea that this woodd
decome cne of the moat challergsng
refiarbindiraend ol they Rt ever tacks
Jod ~ despite Linda's D0-year cateert in

nterics Seshcn ~ an the realioy of tend
Vazing acrsunbiling, water-demaged
property soon sunk in.

So was it worth n? Lisda explsins
how Lhe project Decame 2 pasaion
23 Bow 2 Crash SOt ve IR Imarine AL -
chitecture and an awiul jor of pa-
tfence Dz scen the wreck they
bought for L850 000 transformed
into a ssa-safe haven now valued at
moce than £2m

Cornish challenge

“We bought the house for 1he views™
Uincta says. ~It woan builr o 1893 rHght
o5 the obd Bas Do walll by the Fowey
esTuary and shupe sl sl by nighs pass
the window. It i & very uacdssal place
and we wxw yoch potential

“We knew it would Do » challenge
DGLWE WoTe BO% EXOCUng 8 1o De sach
£ DiE project. We anticipated being
om-site for six months and It endod
=P Detng two yoars

A that was afterthe year 2 100k o
got plaaning permission, which
abways takes icmges if you ar¢ in &
CTEWETVAL IO XWICR

“When we started to take back the
walis, we foussd they Rad just Dect: by
czed and layered with plastes overthe
VOED RS VRO poopie Radt obniously
ried fo cover up damp.

“That dammp was D ssue Decause
the Solbding was retadered in, which
takes in water but doeso’t let t owt
As 2 resall, pretty touck the onli
internal stroctuse was rotiea”

Lindis apndd Patnck took mamediate
and drastic action and decided Lo
gt 1he entirte property right down
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10 the expernal walls,

"1 secpember standing 1here with
Patnich s the Dotsorn of the Bocse In s
&t hobe wo had Sug 1o start the Intes-
nal recomstruction.” Linda says “We
Sooked up roen these 20 the way t0the
rky ~ these were no floors, 0o internal
walls, DO staics, and 5o roof

"Than the tide came (n and Nitled
the hale with sca watet 3 littie
crabe. And 1 knew we had our work
SR o™

The floating housc

The pair bad to beash up O
mehnoctuse to addoess cosnplscations
they had nevey imaginod. The whode
base of the howse had to be buillt ap
waag watctproctd membtancs and 3
drainage system was bollt in. As s
resals, ihe 503 walzy pow penetrales
the extoraal walls ot ia provended
{zom sping through
balldiag’s internal structure and o
dripgw down the tnaode of the external
walls Defore i is Sushed oot under the

S “It's baxically a fMoating

And It was not just the inalde of
the house that secded apecial
treatment. The new cantilevered
balcomy needed bo Do coasirectad
cung sreogrhoned glise 1o profect it
frocm Deing datterod by sea wkter

The propecty s 2xcepcionad Jocation
posed probiems 102 the Jogistics of
e batld Recl, however. "Everything
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takes a bit longer to arrive and get
set up in somewhere like Cornwall
compared to London,” Linda says.

"We had to have some of the
larger materials like steel and windows
transported down the estuary on
barges rather than try to manoeuvre
them through a small town,

"And you are not supposed to
have scaffolding up in the summer

months down on the harbour.
For years we would go down to
the property with our children and
it felt a bit like going to visit a sick
relative. I did have moments of
thinking, ‘I don't want to do this
any more," but as soon as we got
down and saw all the boats and
the beautiful location I remembered
why we had taken iton.”

,-‘"l’:’ ’ ..-‘ -
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Tackling the interior design
After more than two years, Linda was
finally able to start working on the
interior aspect of the projoct. The house
is still made up of four floors with a
ground-floor lounge, bedroom and of-
fice; afirst-floor dining room and kitch-
en with a terrace complete with pizea
aven; asecond:floor double bedroom,
bathroom and single bedroom withan

Homes&Design/53 .

en suite bathroom; and an open-plan
master bedroom and bathroom over
the entire top floor of the property.

The style, she suys, s contemporary
but natural and. above all, comforta-
ble. The timber floors mixed with glass
and white walls overlooking the estu-
ary create a calm atmosphere.

“We have created a very snugtelevi-
sion room at the very base of the prop-

Shore thing: Linda Morey Smith
and Patrick Burrows with

their family at their Fowey
home in Cornwall

IO LANRENCE

erty,” Linda says. "It has leather-panel
doorsand it islike acosy enclosure, but
thereisone wall with a thick glass win-
dow so you can be curled upand catch
sight of the ships salling past.”

As for sustainability credentials, the
new drainage system and internal walls
mean the property IS extremely well
insulated, and local builders were used
for all of the work. The floors are made
with reclaimed pine and the roof is
made entirely of reclaimed slate.

Now the house is complete, Linda
and Patrick are based there with their
children from July 1o September. But
how does this work, considering they
both have jobs that require them to be
in London on a regular basis?

“Wehave tried every way of doing it.”
Lindasays. "1t's four and a half hours
on the train from London, which is
actually very doable. It is so worth it
and so many people we know have
places down on the coast that you end
up seeing half of London when we ure
down hereanyway.”

And then there is the other small
bonus that the couple have already
added more than £1m to the value of
the property.

Emily Wright is the features
editorof ‘Estates Gazette'
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